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Wet your P-Traps

Every water fixture in your
house has (or should
have) a vapor trap,
sometimes known as a pTahoe Vista Recreation Area
trap. This “U” shaped pipe
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is clearly visible under
sinks, and is present in
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some form on all lines
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draining to the sewer
William Stelter: Planning and system. The “U” shape
holds water thereby
Engineering Manager
preventing malodorous
gases from entering your
house through a drain. A good rule of thumb is that you
should have one p-trap for every sink. If you have a
double sink, two p-traps are recommended—one trap for
one side of the sink, and the other for the garbage
disposal side of the sink.
Playground Grand Opening
and Ice Cream Social

The North Tahoe Public Utility District Quarterly Newsletter is published to keep our customers informed about Sewer, Water and Park related issues and upcoming
events. If you have any suggestions, please submit them to the Office of the General Manager. We send press releases and other information out regularly. If you
would like to be added to the list to receive this information as it is available, please e-mail Pam Lefrancois at plefrancois@ntpud.org or sign up on the website.
For more information on any of the articles contained in this newsletter, please call 530-546-4212 or visit www.ntpud.org

CONSERVE WATER DURING SEVERE STORMS
Please conserve water during severe weather events, such as snow storms,
thunder storms or if the power is out. Conserving water lessens the strain on
the District’s water and sewer systems during these events. The District’s sewer
and water pump stations utilize power to move the sewage over Dollar Hill and water
throughout the District. Below are a few things you can do to help:
 Don’t run your dishwasher
 Don’t run your washing machine
 Try to take shorter showers and not take baths
 You may laugh, but if you're home alone consider the old two-flush rule.
Thank you!

Got Grease? Can It!
Fats, Oils, and Grease (FOG) are the
main cause of sewer clogs and
overflow s within our District.
Throughout the year, cooking
byproducts from thousands of homes
and restaurants in our area get
washed down kitchen drains. The fats,
oils, and grease build up in sewer
pipes over time and create blockages.
Those blockages can cause backups
and overflows inside homes or onto public streets
and into stream or lake environments.
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Bring this Coupon into the North
Tahoe Public Utility District
Offices to receive a FREE “Can
the Grease” Container and liners
that don’t melt, and can simply be
thrown away in the trash.

All sewage emits foul-smelling gases as it moves through
the collection system. These gases are toxic and smell
horrible. That's where
the p-trap comes in;
that loopy shape can
prevent those smells
and gases from
coming back into
your home.
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P-Trap Diagram

When it comes to
general
maintenance, there
are a few things to

keep in mind to keep your p-traps
working in tip-top shape. Most
importantly, keep your p-traps wet.
A dry trap will allow an open path for
those obnoxious odors to enter your
home. Secondly, keep your
disposal's intake of food to a
minimum. Rotting food caught in
your house’s plumbing will only add
to any odor problems you may be
experiencing. Third, always run cold water when your
disposal is on. The water will carry away the food wastes and
the cold water will help to cool your disposal’s motor.
If you are going to be away for an extended period of time,
make sure there is water in all your p traps. Never put antifreeze down your drain even if you plan to be away during
the depths of winter. Water freezing in the p-trap will not
rupture the pipe as both ends are open to the atmosphere
and the introduction of these toxic chemicals into the
sewage collection system is an unnecessary burden on
Tahoe Truckee Sanitation Agency’s treatment facilities in
Truckee.

Did you know? You can sign up to receive
press releases and other information from
the District on our websites; www.ntpud.org
and www.northtahoeparks.org
We will not provide your information to anyone.

2011-2012 SEWER AND WATER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT UPDATE
Due to required emergency repairs in the Tahoe Estates neighborhood and the necessary repairs on the East side of
Kingswood Village, the District has made the decision to postpone the planned Dolly Varden Avenue Water Main
Replacement Project until approximately 2013. Residents on Dolly Varden Avenue should anticipate having to move their
services after that time. Residents in Kings Beach should be aware that the District will be moving all backyard services
into the street in the future and residents will be required to reconnect to the new main. Residents doing significant house
or yard construction should contact the District regarding putting in a dry water line to the street during this work.
Sewer capital projects will focus on rehabilitation of the Dollar and Carnelian main sewer pump stations
and replacement of the sewer line in Brook Avenue and installation of a new sewer main in State Route
28. The new sewer line will replace a line that currently travels under buildings and is difficult to reach
for maintenance and repair. This project needs to be completed in advance of the Kings Beach
Commercial Core Improvement Project.

Community Comes Out for the
Playground Grand Opening and Ice
Cream Social!

Financial Update: Looking Forward and Back
Financial Results for the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year: The
North Tahoe Public Utility District closed its Fiscal Year on
June 30, 2011 and is pleased to report that $5.2 Million
was spent on Capital Projects and total Operating
expenses finished 8% below budget. The Board opted to
take advantage of an outstanding
bidding climate and low interest rates
to invest this $5.2M into the District’s
infrastructure. This allowed for
construction of a new 1.3 million
gallon water tank to provide additional
storage and fire suppression for Kings
Beach and Tahoe Vista to meet current
The new 500,000
standards. In addition, leaking water
gallon water tank.
mains in Kingswood were replaced and
new water lines replaced undersized lines in Carnelian
Bay West, which added needed fire suppression to this
neighborhood. In all, more than 15,000 linear feet of
water line were replaced. US Forest Service grant funding
helped to pay for a 500,000 gallon water tank at Lake
Vista Court that replaced a 125,000 gallon tank, as well
as contributed to the 1.3 M gallon tank and the Carnelian
Bay West waterline project. In parks, the dredging of the
channel and the installation of a floating courtesy dock at
the Tahoe Vista Recreation Area has allowed the boating
community to take advantage of the beautiful summer
and high water levels.

Expectations for the 2011-2012
Fiscal Year: A more fiscally
conservative budgeting approach
has resulted in a reduction of
operating expenses by 2.5% when
compared to the prior fiscal year.
The District has also secured $1.75 Tahoe Vista Recreation
Million in grant funding to cover Area Courtesy Docks.
water and park improvements
including completion of the parking lot at Tahoe Vista
Recreation Area (see article below), necessary upgrades
to the National Avenue Water Treatment Plant for
domestic use and fire suppression reliability and
restoration of Griff Creek after demolition of the tank and
booster station that were replaced. Other Capital
projects for the upcoming fiscal year include the
rehabilitation of the Dollar Main Pump Station, and
completion of the Secline pump station rehabilitation,
and the Brook Avenue Sewer Main Replacement Project.
These sewer projects will be paid for through the Sewer
Capital fund.
Budget documents, audited financial statements, Capital
Improvement Program (CIP) information, ongoing project
updates and other information of interest to residents is
available on our website, www.ntpud.org

TAHOE VISTA RECREATION AREA RECEIVES GRANT FUNDING FOR PARKING
The North Tahoe Public Utility District has been awarded $1.42 M from the
California Department of Boating and Waterways for construction of the parking lot
for Tahoe Vista Recreation Area (TVRA). This funding, along with $500,000 from
the Placer County Redevelopment Agency and $500,000 from the North Lake
Tahoe Resort Association Infrastructure Funding allow the District to move forward
with construction in 2012 once all permits have been obtained.
Currently, vehicles, boats, and trailers line Highway 28 and National Avenue on any
summer weekend. Completion of this parking lot will provide the final critical
element for the Tahoe Vista Recreation Area. Beginning with property acquisitions The Tahoe Visa Recreation Are this year
dating back to 1991, funded by the California Tahoe Conservancy, more than $10 was well used with the lake full and the
million dollars has been spent on this prime public lakefront property including new courtesy docks in place.
acquisition, permitting, environmental documents and construction. Funding for
construction to this point has come from the California Department of Boating and Waterways, California Tahoe
Conservancy, California State Parks, Placer County and the North Lake Tahoe Resort Association. The initial phase of
the project included most of the lakefront amenities and was completed in the Summer of 2006. In
2010, the boat launch was dredged and in 2011 courtesy docks installed in the harbor. This final
phase of the project will provide parking for 21 boat trailers and 41 vehicles. The parking will be
located on the Northwest corner of Hwy 28 and National Avenue.
The District anticipates going to bid for this project in Spring 2012 with construction being completed in
the Fall. For more information on the project, go to the Parks website, www.northtahoeparks.org and
going to the Projects page on the website. Public meetings regarding this project will be announced once they have
been scheduled. Those interested in following the project can also sign up on the Parks website,
www.northtahoeparks.com to receive notification of these meetings, as well as other information specifically related to
the Parks Department.
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L to R: Tim Ferrell, Sue Daniels, Kathy
Long, Cami Carter, Ron Treabess, Lydia
Carter, John Bergmann.

The new playground at the North Tahoe
Regional Park.

On July 20, 2011 the North Tahoe Public Utility District hosted a
Grand Opening and Ice Cream Social to celebrate the opening
of the new playground at the North Tahoe Regional Park. The
playground includes a new play structure for children 5 – 12,
swings for tots and older children, and new “spring rider” toys
for the younger children. The new play structure has many
elements to keep the kids entertained; three slides, two small
climbing walls, and platforms connected by walkways, to name
just a few.

The Ice Cream Social was
a great success!

Rave reviews about the playground are coming in. Logan Carter, age 5, whose mother
Lydia was the grant writer and one of the leaders of the fundraising effort, now asks
to go to the playground every day saying, “This (North Tahoe Regional Park) is the
bestest park in the whole world now.” While Koson Verkler exclaimed, “This place is
EPIC!” as he walked up to the playground for the first time. Alex Mourelatos, of
Mourelatos Lakeshore Resort, had a guest comment, “What a wonderful gem you
have in that Regional Park! It’s full of great hiking and bike paths and that wonderful
new play structure for our little ones.”

Major Playground Project Donors


North Tahoe Public Utility District
Recreation and Parks reserves








North Lake Tahoe Resort Association





Mourelatos Lakeshore Resort

Lahontan Community Foundation
Tahoe Mountain Resorts Foundation
Tahoe City Rotary Club
Tahoe City Rotary Foundation
The Melanie Jackson Fund at the Tahoe
Truckee Community Foundation
Thomas Fitzgerald
Donation of pavers by Sierra Summit
Pavers

The $120,000 playground was constructed with
grant funding, donations, District reserves and
community fundraising. It was truly a community
effort with many community members donating in
smaller amounts directly to the Friends of the
Park Fund through the Tahoe Truckee Community
Foundation, at one of the many fundraisers, or by
putting money into donation buckets throughout
the community.

There is even a climbing rock!

In order to complete the playground, the Friends of the Park Fund was nearly
drawn down completely and now needs to be replenished. This fund was
established to provide an ongoing source of financial support for a variety of
projects in the North Tahoe Regional Park and other facilities in our District
identified by the Recreation and Parks Master Plan. Tax deductible donations
can be made to the Fund through the Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation.

Welcome! William Stelter, Planning and Engineering Manager
William “Will” Stelter, PE, has been hired as the Planning and Engineering Manager for the
District. Will has worked as a design and project engineer for the past 10 years with Gary
Davis Group in Tahoe City, CA.
Will holds a bachelor's degree in Civil Engineering from Florida Institute of Technology, a
Master's degree in Civil Engineering, with Environmental focus, from the University of Virginia
and has extensive local experience in design, project planning, agency regulations and
approvals processing. He also brings experience as a construction inspector on a variety of
utility infrastructure and development projects. He currently holds a Civil engineering license
in both California and Nevada and is also a professional in Erosion and Sediment Control.
William Stelter, PE

General Manager Paul Schultz noted, “We are enthusiastic about his experience in project
management and utilities to continue to move our Capital Improvement Program forward.”
Will is an avid skier and biker, of all types, as well as enjoying all the other recreational opportunities the area has to
offer. Will lives in Truckee with his girlfriend Marnie, and their dogs Whisper and Lucy.
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