DOG DAY IN THE PARK RECAP
DOG PARK FUNDRAISING BEGINS!
Doggies oftentimes bring out the best in all of us and they did it again on Sept. 8, 2013 at
Dog Day in the Park's 3rd annual event. With everyone's generosity Dog Day in the Park
2013 raised an amazing $11,000 that will be wisely used by Wiley Animal Rescue Foundation
(WARF) and the Placer County Animal Shelter. Additionally, a portion will be dedicated to
the building fund for a fenced off leash 1.5 acre dog park in
the North Tahoe Regional Park.
The dog park will be located on the site of the "upper
Barrett Berger and his dog, Max,
bench" at the North Tahoe Regional Park. The North
enjoy Dog Day in the Park.
Tahoe Pubic Utility District Board of Director’s allocated
the land at their August Board Meeting. We will not only have a dog park, but a park with
a lake view!
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Mike and George are excited to hear
about the proposed Dog Park!

Dog Park advocates and volunteers need to raise approximately $120,000 to build the
park. While this is a tall order, we can do it! The first phase is fencing and gates. Once this phase is completed we can
open to the public and continue raising funds for other park amenities. Dog Day in the Park hopes to have the park open
to the public this time next year.
According to Gandhi, "You can measure the greatness and the moral progress of a nation [community] by looking at how
it treats its animals." Paws-down, North Tahoe/Truckee would be viewed by Gandhi as a great community!
Visit us at www.DogDayTahoe.com or “Like” the Dog Day in the Park Facebook page for ongoing activities, news feeds
and progress on fundraising and construction. Donations can be made to: Dog Day in the Park; PO Box 183; Tahoe
Vista, CA 96148. Donations are 100% tax deductible!
Article by Pam Berger, President, Dog Day in the Park; 501 C(3) tax ID# 45-5279587
The North Tahoe Public Utility District Quarterly Newsletter is published to keep our customers informed about Sewer,
Water and Park related issues and upcoming events. If you have any suggestions, please submit them to the Office
of the General Manager. We send press releases and other information out when we have information to share. If
you would like to be added to the list to receive this information as it is available, please e-mail Pam Emmerich at
pemmerich@ntpud.org or sign up on the website.
For more information on any of the articles contained in this newsletter, please call 530-546-4212 or visit
www.ntpud.org

ARE YOU TRUE BLUE?
SHOW IT. BUY A TAHOE LICENSE
PLATE AND SKI FOR FREE.
Purchase a Tahoe license plate and get two free Alpine or
Nordic tickets to the resort of your choice. So you can play in
some deep powder without having to dig deep to make a
difference. Your modest commitment will help fund hiking and
biking paths, wildlife programs and water quality projects in the
Lake Tahoe basin. In fact, over 96% of your fee will go directly
to improvements for Lake Tahoe. For more information or to
purchase your license plate online visit: www.tahoeplates.com.
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Parks Manager Kathy
Long retires.

Minnow Water Main
Replacement Project:
Tahoe License Plates
This project consisted of the
replacement of approximately
876 linear feet of undersized, mid-block 2” water mains
with 8” water main and services that will also be relocated
within the public right-of-way in Minnow Avenue between
Chipmunk and Fox Streets, new service laterals on the
south side of Salmon Avenue between Chipmunk and Fox
Streets, the addition of
three fire hydrants, and the
replacement of one fire
hydrant.
The new main and service
laterals in Minnow and
Salmon will allow the
District to abandon the mid
-block water mains
between Minnow and
North Lake Blvd., and
Minnow Front Yard Service
Minnow and Salmon. The
existing mid-block mains have been problematic lines for
the District because of numerous leaks and extremely
limited access. Property owners will have two construction
seasons, beginning May 1, 2014, to relocate their water
service from the backyard to the new points of connection
at the street.

National Avenue Water Treatment Plant Lake Intake
Pump Replacement Project:
The North Tahoe Public Utility District owns and operates a
three pump lake water
intake system which
supplies a majority of the
water for Kings Beach
and Tahoe Vista. These
pumps were installed in
1994. With the existing
configuration, the average
life-span of the pumps
that were installed is 10 Underwater photo of the National Avenue
years. One of the pumps Water Treatment Plant Lake Intake Pumps
Manifold.
was replaced when it
failed in 2011. This project replaces the remaining two pumps,
which have exceeded their intended life-span. The new pumps
have an average life-span of 15 to 20 years and are more
efficient. The work requires a diver to bring the old pumps to
the surface and install the new pumps on the lake bottom.
Dollar Sewer Pump Station Rehabilitation Project:
The Dollar Sewer Pump Station Rehabilitation project includes
the replacement of the four existing pumps with dry pit
submersible pumps,
piping and electrical
equipment for these
pumps, structural
enhancement of the
existing building,
and the installation
of
stormwater
BMPs.
Control Building Before
The contractor
for this project
is Myers and
S o n s
Construction
LP out of
Sacramento.

The project was partially funded by a grant through the US
Forest Service for fire protection under the Lake Tahoe
Restoration Act and was completed on October 11, 2013.
Control Building After

Tracey Towner, new Park and Facilities Manager, Talks Priorities

State Requirements and Mandates
Singer/songwriter Bob Dylan wrote, “You’re gonna have to
serve somebody;” although the District’s number one
“somebody” is our customer base, the District operates under
the watch of many State agencies who monitor our
compliance with health and safety standards.
Being vital to life and health, drinking
water treatment and distribution is
overseen by the California Department of
Public Health (CDPH). Water quality
values and readings are continuously
monitored by our staff and reported monthly to the State.
Parameters at the water treatment plant are logged daily, and
in some cases, every four hours. In the distribution system,
the pipes that deliver water to your home, samples are drawn
at representative locations, and at required intervals to ensure
disinfectant levels are maintained, and bacteriological and viral
organisms are not present. In addition to daily health and
safety compliance, the District also focuses on long term
planning to ensure water conservation and sustainable
deliveries to future generations. As required by the
Department of Water Resources (DWR), the District is
mandated to reduce water demand by 20% by the year 2020;
commonly referred to throughout the State as the 20/20 rule.
To demonstrate we are moving toward this goal, the District
has prepared an Urban Water Management Plan. This plan,

approved by the DWR,
provides information on
the District’s system,
population, supplies, and
programs initiated
designed to meet this goal.

Funding is still
available for the
District’s Low
Flow Toilet
Credit Rebate Program!
Help us meet the State
Mandate for water
conservation and get a
credit on your bill!
Details on our website.

The Sewer conveyance
system, implemented to
provide environmentally
safe
controls
of
wastewater, is overseen by
the Regional Water Quality
Control Board (RWQCB).
Operating a contained and efficiently flowing system
complies with their primary role of protecting water bodies.
As required by RWQCB, the District has prepared a
Sanitary Sewer Management Plan describing the District’s
efforts in maintaining a quality system.
In addition to sewer and water regulations, the District’s
books and records are audited by grantors as well as the
annual financial audit by its independent auditor. State
agencies audit the District at required intervals to verify
that funds are spent for the purpose they were granted, and
no misuse is occurring.

Kathy Long: Parks and Facilities Manager Retires
Kathy Long, the District’s Park and Facilities Manager, retired from the North Tahoe Public Utility District on August 2,
2013 after serving the North Tahoe Public Utility District for more than eight years.
Kathy will be missed by the North Tahoe Public Utility
District and the many agencies and residents with whom she
worked upon her retirement. Her relationships with the Boys
and Girls Club of North Lake Tahoe and other community
groups resulted in stronger relations and the building of a new
Children’s Playground in the North Tahoe Regional Park, and
a Community Garden. She continues to work with Dog Day in
the Park and other dog park supporters to see that project to
completion.
Kathy Long and General Manager
Paul Schultz at Kathy’s Going Away
Party.

The District is proud of the many things that have been
completed in her tenure including the Tahoe Vista Recreation
Area, a new Parks Department Master Plan, and a
restructuring of staffing at the North Tahoe Event Center which resulted in significant positive
changes to its operation and bottom line. She also helped bring technology to the District’s
Parks Department by supporting the implementation of a work order/asset management
program for maintenance of District Parks and Facilities as well as a computer based
scheduling and billing software for the Event Center and Parks facilities, which up until that
point had all been done by hand.

You will most likely find Kathy
up in the Community Garden in
the North Tahoe Regional Park.
Here is part of her harvest from
this year! Who says you can’t
grow veggies in Tahoe?
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are so many deferred maintenance projects. The North
Tahoe Regional Park is in need of nearly $1,000,000 in
deferred maintenance. Kudos to the men and women who
have done more with less for so many years! It is my hope
that we can start to fund the projects and keep our parks
and beaches in the best condition possible for everyone to
enjoy.
Some wonder how I
plan on raising the
necessary revenue to
fund
these
improvements and
projects.
I’m
thinking ‘parking,’
for now, grants and The Coon Street Boat Launch needs to be
collaborative efforts. increased in length for low water years.
It seems that the
honor system of non-residents paying at the iron rangers is
a hope, rather than a reality. After numerous ‘unpaid’ car
counts at both the North Tahoe Regional Park and Kings
Beach, with many being out of state license plates that
aren’t paying our Community Facilities District property
tax assessment, I’ve decided to implement parking
attendants to enforce the fees in the shoulder
and off season by hiring a couple of parking
attendants to staff the gates at both of these
places. I feel it’s my duty to you, the rate
payer, to protect your assets and keep revenue
from those that don’t support our Parks
through taxes from falling through the cracks.

At last month’s board
meeting I handed out a
spreadsheet for projects in
The North Tahoe Event Center is in
the hopper. Here is the
need of upgrades and has a
beginning of the list:
significant number of deferred
Create a special events
maintenance projects.
committee. Increase the
size of the Dock at the Coon Street Boat Launch. Generate
deferred maintenance lists for the North Tahoe Regional
Park, beaches and the North Tahoe Event Center (NTEC).
Provide ADA access at Kings Beach State Recreation Area.
Implement monthly staff meetings. Redefine our
marketing efforts. Resurface the tennis courts.
Purchase new equipment like a street sweeper
and a beach rake. Renew and renegotiate our
contracts. Make a work plan to upgrade the
NTEC. Start an economic impact analysis
project. Work with the dog park community.
Get to know the disc golfers and help. Change
the lighting and art at the NTEC. Put a new
art display in the NTEC every quarter- sell the
art that is displayed. Reconfigure our rate Do you have one of these on
structure at the NTEC. Recruit Volunteers. -- your car windshield? You will
need it to receive your
And so much more. Daily, a new project Resident’s Benefit for Parking at
appears on my desk.
the Regional Park and Kings
Beach.

We’re all hoping that Kathy will get out and enjoy the Parks that she worked to support in her tenure!
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In the first few months of my service here at the North
Tahoe Public Utility District, I’ve found Tahoe to be a
beautiful, warm and welcoming place. Ideas that have
been in the hopper for years seem to be taking root as I
continue to navigate the learning curve-which happens to
be a cliff! Supportive staff and a well-planned budget (a
little undersized for the tasks at hand) are allowing me to
address issues as they
come up with creative
solutions. The chore list is
long and growing daily.

Last Tuesday I was handed a copy of the
Recreation Director’s report from 1977, a time when
recreation was in the driver’s seat and had enough funding
to really make a difference. Interestingly, a list of
maintenance staff in that report showed exactly the same
number of maintenance personnel that we have now- 4 full
timers! Over the last 36 years the NTPUD’s list of assets
and tasks and requirements has grown significantly, yet
staffing levels have stayed the same. It’s no wonder there
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Please make sure that you have your NTPUD
resident’s sticker on your car and this won’t
affect you personally. They are available for
pick up at the District offices on National or
by downloading the form from
www.northtahoeparks.com and sending it in.
If you rent your home and don’t come up here
often, consider providing at least one of your stickers to
your tenants if they utilize the facilities. I thank you in
advance for the support as this and other changes begin to
take shape. By the way, a really interesting fact in the 1977
director’s report: Kim Ingstad was listed as an employee.
The very same Kim Ingstad that is our Park
Superintendent now! Until next time…Tracey Towner,
Park and Facilities Manager
Page 3

