PUBLIC COMMENT SOUGHT REGARDING

Newsletter contributors: Duane Whitelaw, Tracey Towner, Marianne Potts, Pam Emmerich

For more information on any of the information contained in this newsletter, please call 530-546-4212 or visit www.ntpud.org

The North Tahoe Public Utility District Newsletter is published to keep our customers informed about Sewer, Water and Park
related issues and upcoming events. If you have any suggestions, please submit them to the Office of the General Manager.

The District has created an online survey to allow residents and property owners the ability
to provide input on this proposal. Visit our website www.ntpud.org and click on the Election
Format Change survey link under “Quick Links” on the left side of the home page.

For Consideration: NTPUD can change to voting “at large”. This change would allow all
candidates to run for all Board positions available during that election cycle. Candidates
receiving the most votes overall are elected, without regard for a specific seat.

Currently: Voters in the NTPUD vote for Directors based on a “seat number”. These seats
do not represent geographical areas. Candidates for the Board must run for one seat
number, and voters may cast one vote per each vacant seat. The candidate receiving the
most votes for that seat is elected.

PO Box 139 * 875 National Avenue * Tahoe Vista, CA 96148 * 530.546.4212 * Fax 530.546.2652 * ntpud@ntpud.org * www.ntpud.org

Additional information and a list of the addresses of the street lights that will be affected are
available for review on the District’s website www.ntpud.org and then clicking on the link in
the “Quick Links” column on the left side of the home page. If you can’t make the meeting
and would like to provide comment, please send your comments to ntpud@ntpud.org

The District has been funding ninety-six (96) street lights within the District boundaries since
they were installed, with installation and ongoing maintenance being performed by Liberty
Utilities. Without financial support dedicated to the street lights, the Board of Directors is
proposing to stop subsidy of the street lights which will lead them to them being turned off.

On July 14, 2015 at 5:00 p.m., the Board of Directors will hold a Public Comment
period at the Regular Board Meeting at the North Tahoe Event Center in Kings
Beach, to receive public comment on street lights being shut off.
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The Board of Directors is soliciting input from District
residents and property owners within the District boundaries
regarding a possible change to the method of electing its
members. Since formation in 1948, the NTPUD has elected its
five-member Board of Directors by specific “seat numbers”
serving staggered four year terms. Two Directors are elected
during one election cycle, and three Directors are elected
during the next election two years later.

PUBLIC INPUT SOUGHT FOR POSSIBLE CHANGE
OF ELECTION METHOD

At the June meeting the Board adopted the budget and capital General Manager Duane
improvement plan (CIP) for fiscal year 2015-2016. The budget for Whitelaw
each area of the District is shown to the right.
No rate increases are planned and no changes in Fiscal Year 2015-2016 Budget

Things are ramping up for a busy Summer season at the NTPUD. A
couple items to mention include the recent vote taken by the
Board of Directors to rotate officers. Current officers include Lane
Lewis, President, John Bergmann, Vice President and Sue Daniels,
Secretary. With their recent change, John Bergmann will assume
the President position with Sue Daniels as Vice-President and Phil
Thompson, Secretary. The President typically approves the agendas,
can be asked to speak on behalf of the full Board and will
periodically face the need to cast tie-breaking votes. All five Board
members agreed rotating the job of President was a healthy step
for the District and should be continued into the future.

MANAGER’S BRIEFS - ON THE CLOTHESLINE

Click on this graphic on our home page to
sign up for email updates.

DIG SAFELY Call USA North at least two working days before you dig. 1-800-227-2600

Want to know more about what’s going on with the North Tahoe Public Utility
District? Please sign up to receive email updates. Go to www.ntpud.org and click on
“Get Email Updates” in the right hand column. We send out information on action
taken at Board of Directors and Recreation and Parks Commission meetings,
updates on how the District is doing with our water conservation, information on
projects like the Dog Park and the Adventure Course and other information
relative to District residents. We do not share your email with others.

SIGN UP FOR EMAIL UPDATES!

As always, I can be reached at the District offices or by emailing to dwhitelaw@ntpud.org.

Lastly, as I come up on completing the fourth month as general manager, I want to say how much I appreciate the
hard work by each and every employee at the NTPUD. Our volunteers and members of the Recreation and Parks
Commission also work hard to improve the district services and make this a better place to live. I’m fortunate to
work with such a dedicated group of well deserving individuals.

I’d like to thank each and every water user in the District for the remarkable
steps we’ve taken as a community in reducing water use. Sometimes it’s hard to remember the drought we’re in and
the conservation steps needed to attain compliance with State regulations with our big, blue lake as a backdrop. Please
know your efforts are appreciated, recognized and needed.

fees were proposed. While not adopted at this Sewer Department – $6,731,917
meeting, the Board will look at a draft policy and hopeful adoption of a Water Department– $3,935,837
reserve fund policy in July. Noting the challenges associated with funding the
Parks and Facilities Department, the Board adopted temporary measures to Park and Facilities Department–
ensure continued operations with an eye to implementing a permanent fiscal 2,032,687
solution by the end of June 2016.
Capital Improvements - $2,233,263
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WATER CONSERVATION UPDATE

North Tahoe Public Utility District

To assist residents in better monitoring their
water use, the District has put together a number
of helpful hints including How to Read Your Bill,
How to Track Down High Water Usage, Meter
Information and more! You can find these
documents by going to www.ntpud.org/conserve
and clicking on “Helpful Hints” at that top of the
page.

HOW TO READ YOUR BILL
AND OTHER HELPFUL
HINTS

The 2014 Consumer
Confidence Report is
now
available on
our website at
www.ntpud.org/ccr
Please contact us
with any questions
or concerns.

2014 CONSUMER CONFIDENCE
REPORT AVAILABLE

Placer mPower is offering residents the opportunity to finance water and energy conservation improvements via the
mPower program. This program provides low interest loans for residents and allows you to pay them back on your
property tax bill. They are waiving the $500 application fee for anyone doing $1500 in water conservation
improvement. These improvements can be for such projects as installing low flow toilets and faucets, replacing old

Free Tahoe Friendly Landscaping workshops will take place at the North Tahoe Event Center this summer.
Understanding and Implementing Micro-irrigation will take place on Wednesday, August 5th. More information,
including how to RSVP and information on additional free workshops in South Lake Tahoe, is available on the District’s
website at www.ntpud.org/conservation

NTPUD Customers are reminded that watering is limited to no more than three (3) days per week and is prohibited
during and after forty eight (48) hours of measurable precipitation. Properties with street addresses that end in an
even number, may irrigate only on Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday. Properties with street addresses ending in an odd
number may irrigate only on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. No outdoor irrigation of ornamental landscapes or turf
with potable water is allowed on Mondays and irrigation is not permitted between 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. The
complete list of prohibitions on outdoor water use is available on the District’s website at www.ntpud.org/
conservation

This good news doesn’t mean we can rest on our laurels. In order to continue this trend
during the high water use months of June – September everyone must pitch in to
conserve. The next water meter reading will take place in mid-June and the water
production is read at the end of June to calculate the June 2015 residential gallons per
capita per day. Sign up for email updates to find out how we’re doing or check the graphs
with water production and usage numbers available on the District’s website at www.ntpud.org/conservation and
clicking on “How are we doing?” at the top of the page.

First, we would like to thank our residents for working together to reduce residential
water consumption by 35% compared to May 2013 usage. May 2013 usage was 149 gallons
residential gallons per capita per day, 143 residential gallons per capital per day in 2014 and
96 residential gallons per capita per day in 2015. While very encouraging to see this
reduction, residents are asked to stay vigilant to their water usage once their irrigation is
turned on again after the unusually high precipitation received in May. It is estimated that
more than 50% of water is used outside the home.
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Support for Kings Beach After 8 Music Series at the Event Center.

The

Base Facility under construction on June 22, 2015

Look for information on an official open house and ribbon
cutting ceremony for sometime later this fall once the old
buildings have been demolished and construction has been
mostly completed.

If you have driven to the North Tahoe Regional Park recently you have seen the progress on the District’s new Base
Facility Building. We are tentatively scheduled to move in August 4-5. The District will be closed for one day while
services such as phone and internet, servers, phone systems and
critical staff are moved and set up in the new building. Please
make sure to “Like” us on Facebook, sign up for email updates
or check our website to stay up to date on the schedule. Our
answering service will be taking all our calls and forwarding any
emergency calls to our on call crews.

GETTING READY TO MOVE INTO NEW BASE FACILITY BUILDING

This is an exciting opportunity to spend a little time and energy making a difference in our community.
Commission meets the third (3rd) Wednesday of every month at 7 PM.

Sign up for email updates or watch
 Set Rental Rates for Disc Golf Tournaments and Summer Concerts in the our Facebook page for more
Park.
information.



Field 2 at the North Tahoe Regional
Park will be named in honor of
Placer County Deputy Mike Davis,
Jr. who was killed while on duty on
October 24, 2014. Deputy Davis
had been an employee at the North
A few recommendations the Commission has made during their first year:
Tahoe Event Center and a volunteer
 Proceed with the idea of a Ropes Course/Adventure Course at the North
fire fighter with the North Tahoe
Tahoe Regional Park.
Fire District prior to his decision to
 Keep non-motorized concessions at Tahoe Vista Recreation Area until a full become a Deputy Sheriff.
site study can be done to determine the feasibility and practicality of a
The Placer County and Sacramento
motorized concession.
 Summer Concerts in the Park are to be vetted through the Commission C o u n t y D e p u t y S h e r r i f f ’ s
Associations will be present to
prior to any negotiations.
dedicate the field and play a benefit
 A recommendation to support the local citizen action surrounding the
softball game on August 22,
animal shelter.
2015. Sacramento County Sheriff’s
 A recommendation to name North Tahoe Regional Park Field Two the Deputy Mike Oliver was also killed
Mike Davis Jr. Field. This project is sponsored by the Placer County October 24th, 2014 earlier that day
Deputy Sheriffs Association.
from same incident.

The Commission’s job is to make recommendations to the board of directors
regarding parks, facilities, and recreation. It is a big job. The fiscal constraints of
the department are severe. The Department has been severely underfunded for
more than a decade. The Commission and the Board will be holding joint
meetings in the upcoming months to help get the department back on track.

It has been a year since the Recreation and Parks Commission was seated by the NTPUD Board of Directors.
Currently the Commission consists of four highly qualified individuals; Charles Teran is the Chairman, Jake McDermott
is the Vice Chairman, and two members Kristen Pepin and Greg Righellis. There are currently open positions of one
(1) Commissioner, two (2) Student Commissioners, and two (2) alternates.

RECREATION AND PARKS COMMISSION MEMBERS NEEDED
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