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Capital Improvement Projects Save Money

IN THIS ISSUE:

In the past three years, the North Tahoe Public Utility District (District) identified
key problem areas and replaced approximately 11,000 linear feet of 8” water main in
portions of the Kingswood subdivision, Rim Drive and Lincoln Drive. These capital
projects, funded by the 2008 capital replacement rate increase, have proven to
provide long term operational cost savings.
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The North Tahoe Public Utility District Quarterly Newsletter is published to keep our customers informed about Sewer, Water and Park
related issues and upcoming events. If you have suggestions, please submit them to the Office of the General Manager.
For more information on any of the information contained in this newsletter, please call 530-546-4212 or visit www.ntpud.org
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Survey on Recreation and Parks

Water loss due to leaking pipes, has been reduced by approximately 223,200 gallons
per day. For comparison, the water tank at the top of
Beaver, the two in Carnelian Bay and the new one at the
The waterlines that were replaced
top of Lake Vista Court are 500,000 gallon tanks. With a
had many clamps, but also many
treatment, pumping and distribution cost of
leaks that had not surfaced.
approximately $1.85 per 1,000 gallons, this equates to a
savings of $150,716 per year. At a total capital cost of $2,041,036 for design, permitting
and construction, the District is realizing an annual savings equal to 7.4% of the entire
cost of these projects considering only the reduction in water loss. In addition, by
eliminating the costs of repairs to the old leaking lines, including excavation, parts and
personnel time, the reduction in ongoing operations and maintenances costs make the
total cost savings even greater. All of these savings and the advantage of being able to New waterlines being
move our resources away from just reacting to repairs allow the District to operate more installed in Kingswood
efficiently and effectively moving into the future.
subdivision.

Tahoe Vista Recreation Area Parking Project Moving Forward

In December 2010 the North Tahoe Public Utility District Recreation and Parks
Commission was disbanded due to a lack of volunteers willing to serve. The Commission
was the link between the Board and the community on matters of Parks. In order to keep
those connections with the community active, the Board committed to providing an
opportunity for residents to give input on projects, funding priorities and other items related
to Parks. Surveys will be available on the District website, www.ntpud.org to give residents
an opportunity to comment on topics such as maintenance and capital priorities, launch
ramp hours, to name just a few.

Got Grease? Can It!
Fats, Oils, and Grease (FOG) are the
main cause of sewer clogs and
overflows within our District.
Throughout the year, cooking
byproducts from thousands of homes
and restaurants in our area get washed
down kitchen drains. The fats, oils,
and grease build up in sewer pipes
over time and create blockages. Those
blockages can cause backups and overflows inside
homes or onto public streets and into stream or lake
environments.

Newsletter contributors: William Stelter, Sandra Keechler, Kathy Long, Pam Lefrancois, Suzi Gibbons.

FREE OFFER
HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Bring this Coupon into the
Offices to receive a FREE “Can
the Grease” Container and liners
that don’t melt, and can simply
be thrown away in the trash.
Refill liners are available
anytime at the District offices.

With grant funding for construction in place, the Tahoe Vista Recreation Area
(TVRA) Accessory Parking project is moving ahead with final design and
County and Tahoe Regional Planning Agency approvals. As the lead agency,
the North Tahoe Public Utility District (District) will open the 30 day public
review and comment period for the State required California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) Initial Study Checklist document on January 13, 2012
and will close on February 13, 2012. This project is located across from the
Tahoe Vista Post Office at the corner of Highway 28 and National Avenue.
The new courtesy docks at Tahoe Vista
Recreation Area.

The proposed project and findings of the CEQA Mitigated Negative
Declaration will be presented
January 17, 2012 at 10:30 AM at the District’s January Board meeting
at the North Tahoe Event Center. Public comment will also be taken
at this time and the District encourages all who have comments in
favor or against the project to bring them to our attention as soon as
possible. The document will be available for review at the District
offices, the North Tahoe Event Center and the Kings Beach library.

The Notice of Project and Mitigated Negative Declaration Notice of
Availability document is available on the District website at
www.ntpud.org and then by clicking on the Projects heading and then The Tahoe Vista Recreation Area Parking Project
will be located at the corner of Hwy 28 and
Parks. Please contact the District with any additional questions.
National Avenue.
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DOLLAR CREEK SHARED-USE TRAIL PROJECT
Placer County (County) is the lead agency for the trail project named the
Dollar Creek Shared-Use Trail Project located on California Tahoe
Conservancy and North Tahoe Public Utility District owned land between
Dollar Hill and Cedar Flat.
While there was no legal requirement to conduct public meetings for this
Project, Placer County sought to engage with the local community early in
the planning process. Meeting notices were mailed to owners of the 298
residences located within 1,000 feet of the Project area. In an effort to get
meeting information to non-owner tenants, planning consultant staff handdelivered notices to residents of the Highlands and Cedar Flats
neighborhoods. In addition, the Sierra Sun published information on the
Project in their October 14, 2011 weekend edition.
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2011 EMPLOYEE AWARDS
Employee of the Year Award: Joe Steck

Safety Award: Josh Ramey

Employee of the Year shows dedication to the job,
loyalty, perseverance, attitude, customer service, safety,
self-improvement, supportive of co-workers, innovative,
task oriented, demonstrates initiative, problem solver,
communicates ideas, and represents the spirit of the
North Tahoe Public Utility District.

Employee earning the Safety Award has no injuries, no
accidents, adheres to all safety procedures and policies,
attends all tail gate or safety training, notifies District of
potential safety issues, coaches other employees on
safety practices, reports all incidents/accidents
promptly, and creates a cooperative and safe work
environment for the District and Community.

Mr. Steck celebrates six years working with the District Mr. Ramey has worked for the District for three years
and is currently a Maintenance Technician II.
and is a Parks & Facilities Maintenance Worker II.

General Manager’s Award: David Berry

Placer County conducted Informational Open House meetings for the Project on October 4, 2011 and October 18,
2011 at the North Tahoe Event Center. The purpose of the meetings was to share information about the Project that
is currently in the preliminary engineering and environmental analysis stages, as well as to receive public feedback.

Mr. Berry currently works as the Systems & Mapping
Coordinator and celebrates five years working for the
District.

The County has received both comments and questions regarding the Project and in response to public interest, is
developing a Project-specific website: www.placer.ca.gov/Departments/Works/Projects/DollarCreekBikeTrail.aspx
The website will be updated with new information as it is prepared. The County invites you to use this website as a
tool to stay informed regarding the Project.

The employee receiving the General Manager’s Award
performs duties promptly and with attention to detail,
represents the unsung employee who does not seek
notoriety, shows extraordinary care for their work and
the community, unselfish, self-starter, enjoys their
work, and often goes unrecognized in the performance
of their duties.

Last summer and fall, a variety of baseline environmental information was collected for the Project. The draft
environmental document is in preparation and is proposed for release for public review in spring 2012. If you wish
more information about the project, please contact Peter Kraatz, Placer County Deputy Director, Department of
Public Works, at (530) 581-6230 or email at pkraatz@placer.ca.gov

FUEL REDUCTION PROJECT – NORTH TAHOE REGIONAL PARK,
NATIONAL AVE. AND REGENCY WAY PROPERTIES
The North Tahoe Public Utility District Parks Department was granted $30,000 in
funding in December 2010 for fuel reduction on 31 acres in the North Tahoe Regional
Park, with the District agreeing to provide $15,000 in matching funds. The
“Cooperative Fire Protection (State Fire Assistance) grant is made possible by Federal
financial assistance provided to the California Fire Safe Council from the USDA
Forest Service (FS). The project is funded via Cooperative Forestry Assistance,
CFDA #10.664.”
With the North Tahoe Fire Protection District contracted as the project manager, the
acreage in most need of treatment was District owned property known as the The masticator working in the
Mogilefsky property on Regency Way, property in the Regional Park adjacent to the North Tahoe Regional Park
residences south of Donner Road, and property on the corner of National Avenue and Highway 28. All acreage was
treated by a process called mastication or the grinding of materials removed. The focus
was on dead downed trees, brush, and overcrowded, small diameter fir trees. All trees
were less than 12” in diameter. Some plant material was left untouched during the
treatment for a more pleasing appearance for neighbors and park users.

Treated property in the North
Tahoe Regional Park

With the collaboration of the California Fire Safe Council, North Tahoe Fire Protection
District and North Tahoe Public Utility District staff, the contracted project came in
under budget with approximately 33 acres treated and was completed in October of
2011. With other fuels reduction projects taking place in proximity to these areas, the
total fire protection for neighborhoods nearby to the Regional Park was greatly
increased.

From left: Director Tim Ferrell, Director Frank Mooney, Director
John Bergmann, Director Sue Daniels, General Manager Paul
Schultz, Employee of the Year Joe Steck, Safety Award Winner
Josh Ramey and General Manager’s Award Winner David Berry.

New Holiday Lights Donated by Liberty
Energy Help to Make Kings Beach Shine!
The Annual Kings
Beach Tree Lighting
was held on Friday,
December 2, 2011 at
the North Tahoe
Event Center. The
event is sponsored by
the North Tahoe
Public Utility District,
the North Lake Tahoe
Boys and Girls Club
and the North Tahoe
Business Association.
It’s always the 2nd
Friday after Thanksgiving, so put it on your
calendar for next year and join our community and
Santa Claus to kick off the Holiday Season.
This year Liberty Energy donated all new LED
lights for the trees in front of the Event Center. Tis
will help the District continue to provide holiday
decorations while saving on utility costs. Thank
You Liberty Energy!

2011 Employee Milestone Anniversaries
Three Year:
William Walker

Five Year:
John Greybeck

Ten Year:
Sandra Keechler

Josh Ramey

Catherine Colburn

Michael Warren

Jim Schneider

Fifteen Year:
Norm Moore

Ian Wright

David Berry
Chris Avery
Ken Fischer

Twenty Year:
Marianne Potts
Twenty-Five Year:
Robert Orr

Mark Hammon, a
Reno based fine art
photographer, is
the most recent
artist to show his
art at the North
Tahoe Event
Center. Mark has
selected some of
the best work from
his extensive portfolio of fine art landscape photography
from the Western United States. If you enjoy the art of
photography, stop by the North Tahoe Event Center and
view this amazing show and check out his website at
www.hammonphoto.com

