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Great Summer Jobs at the North Tahoe Public Utility District!
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We’re looking forward to another great summer season at
the North Tahoe Public Utility District. Applications are now
being accepted for Parks maintenance and Parking attendants.
Seasonal positions open: Parks and Event Center maintenance,
Parking Coordinator, and Parking Attendants.
Park
maintenance duties includes trash pickup, restroom
maintenance, landscape and field prep/maintenance. Parking
duties include good cash handling, friendly and helpful service, making reports, keeping the
area clean, and insuring boats have been inspected.
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Topics of Interest
What does that truck do? The
District’s Vacuum Truck.
Hazard Waste Disposal Days

Hours are mostly full time and will vary according to weather and time of season. Salary
range is $10.50 - $14.00/hour. Visit www.ntpud.org for more info and application or
contact Sandra at 530-546-4212 or hr@ntpud.org.

New Partnership Brings Messages of Water Conservation and
Water Quality to North Tahoe Elementary Students
This past fall the North Tahoe Public Utility
District, Tahoe City Public Utility District, Tahoe
Water Suppliers Association and Tahoe
Resource Conservation District partnered with
the Sierra Watershed Education Partnerships
(SWEP) to bring the extremely popular Trashion
Shows, put on by the Truckee Envirolution Club,
to the North Tahoe Elementary Schools. The
Trashion shows provide a fun way to bring the
Teaching students to “Drink
message
of conservation and stewardship to
Tahoe Tap”
those that see them. To see them in action
search “Trashion Show Truckee” on YouTube or see them at Earth
Day, April 21 in
Squaw Valley and
April 22 in San
Francisco,
both
shows at 2 PM. Learn
more about SWEP
and what they do by
visiting their website
at www.4swep.org

Students received a
water bottle, educational
flyer, seeds and magnet
about water quality.

Each outfit represents a different message of conservation and stewardship.

Conservation Corner—Focus on Irrigation
With this year’s light winter, the District is anticipating high water usage this summer for
landscaping. Here are few things to keep in mind before irrigation is turned on for the summer.
 Misaligned heads - Adjust any sprinkler heads that may have shifted and are now watering the street, patio, walkways
or driveways. Make sure water is only going to areas you actually want to receive water.
 Obstructed Heads - Taller weeds, bushes, and plants may keep the water from reaching its intended target. Trim
them back or get taller sprinkler heads. Dirt and other material can also plug heads so check each one.
 Broken Parts - Look for parts that may have been broken by foot traffic, snow load, or other outside influences.
By taking time to audit your landscape irrigation when it is turned on for the summer season, and then monitoring water
usage on your bill, you can catch significant leaks and the bills associated with them more quickly.
PO Box 139 * 875 National Avenue * Tahoe Vista, CA 96148 * 530.546.4212 * Fax 530.546.2652 * ntpud@ntpud.org * www.ntpud.org

Water Wise Gardening
Now hiring for Seasonal Work
in the Parks Department.
Local Districts Team up to
bring Trashion Show to North
Tahoe Elementary Students.
Summer jobs at the District
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Employees Pass State Certifications with Flying Colors!
Over the past year and a half, thirteen District employees passed seventeen California State
Certification Exams in Water Distribution and Water Treatment. The State average for the
passing these exams was about 68% so the District is extremely proud of the effort put forth
by these employees to pass the tests. Utilizing State grants, these employees prepared for
the exams by attending State certified courses at almost no expense to the District. Through
these certifications and continuing education, the District is doing its best to provide
customers with the most educated and prepared employees possible. Following is a brief
explanation of the various certifications required in order to treat and distribute water within
the State. Similar certifications are also required to work on our sewer collections system.

Water Distribution Systems and Operators
A water distribution system consists of a network of pipes, valves,
fire hydrants, service lines, meters, pumping stations, tanks and
reservoirs. This system delivers potable water to all water
customers in the District. Distribution Operators must be state
certified to deliver safe and pleasant potable water. Their
responsibilities and duties include preventive maintenance of the
distribution system, repairing any and all defected parts, collecting
water samples, maintaining proper records of all work done and
providing information to the public as requested.

Top row left to right indicating years of service and Certifications
(D=Distribution, T=Treatment)/Grade.
Ian Wright – 3 years, D2 and T2; Jason Dicey - 9 years, D2; Bob Orr 26 years, D2 and T2; Chris Carrillo - 7 years, D2; Robin Runyon – 27
years, D3 and T2, Backflow Tester & Cross Connection Control
Specialist; Chris Avery - 5 years, D2; Michael Warren - 3 years, D2
and T1; Jim Schneider - 6 years, T3 and D3.

Water Treatment Facilities and Operators
Water Treatment facilities and required processes vary depending
upon the water source. No matter if your water comes from a well
or Lake Tahoe, the one constant is that the purpose of the State
standards is to provide the consumer with safe and pleasant drinking Bottom row left to right indicating years of service and Certifications/
Grade. Paul Sandhofner - 14 years, D2; Mike Thornton - 12 years, D2
water. Due to our pristine water sources it isn’t as difficult to treat and T2; Ken Fischer 5 years, D3 and T2, Backflow Tester & Cross
as others. In our main system with Lake Tahoe as our source, the Connection Control Specialist; Janine Dougan - 5 years, D2; Norm
District uses filtration and treats the water with UV and chlorine to Moore - 15 years, T2 and D2.
disinfect. Although our source is extremely clean, the State requires all water that comes from an open source (lake,
river, reservoir, etc.) to be treated with chlorine.
All those working within the treatment facilities must be State certified because the operators insure a treatment
plant is operating to produce safe and adequate supply of drinking water. They monitor the raw water entering the
plant and as it flows through all the stages of treatment. In addition, all of the equipment and facilities have regular
maintenance requirements to keep the water flowing and the plant working today and into the future.
Each certification has 5 grade levels with years of experience and a testing requirements.

TAHOE VISTA RECREATION AREA UPDATE
The District has now completed the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) comment period and the document has been
approved by the Board of Directors. Staff and consultants have proceeded through the various plan review processes. As reviews
and permitting processes are completed with all the agencies, plans and bid specifications will be developed and finalized.
Bid documents will be released in late Spring or early Summer with the Parking Accessory Project completed this construction
season,. If you have questions about the project please visit our web site www.ntpud.org or call us at 530-546-4212.

DIG SAFELY Call USA North at least two working days before you dig. 1-800-227-2600
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Water Wise Gardening

Make the leap and replace your resource hungry or
erosion prone landscape with an attractive and drought
resistant garden. There is a growing appreciation in Tahoe
to preserve and enhance our native landscapes and
natural resources, as well as to save money on water bills.
Local gardeners are turning to low water and fertilizer
use garden designs and have been thrilled with the results.
Converting to a water efficient landscape through proper
plant selection, design, and efficient irrigation can reduce
outdoor water use from 20-50%. Here are some ways to
garden, using water wise practices in your backyard:

Soil Improvement:
Tahoe soils are primarily sandy and nutrient poor. This
means water quickly moves through our soils past the
root zone of plants. Adding organic material in soil
increases moisture retention, improves structure and
feeds the organisms responsible for releasing plant
available nutrients. Understanding the importance of
improving garden soils and in turn improving the health of
our plants and Lake Tahoe’s water quality is the first step
in achieving a water wise garden. Mulching with organic
materials such as wood chips, compost, bark mulch or
pine needles helps retain soil moisture while improving
the soil as it
decomposes. It also
has the added
benefit
of
preventing weeds
and reducing soil
erosion.
Planning and
Design:
Before filling your
car with plants with
Zeriscape at the Angora Community
the
prettiest
Demonstration Garden
blooms, take the
time to assess your site for conditions such as sun, shade,
wind and available water. Size up your landscape areas on
graph paper and map your plantings based on size and
spread of plants at maturity. Don’t forget to take into
consideration fire defensible space, opportunities to
capture and infiltrate storm water and matching plant
light, drainage and irrigation needs. Limiting turf areas to
functional areas with efficient irrigation systems can make
a huge difference in your resource consumption and
maintenance schedule. If you are a CA resident, the
Tahoe RCD can schedule a free Irrigation Efficiency
Consultation at your home to help you learn how to save
water. Tahoe RCD can also provide technical assistance
to manage your stormwater runoff through a property
specific BMP Evaluation.

Native and Drought Resistant Plants:
Native plants have an advantage in our water wise
landscape because they are adapted to our nutrient poor
sandy soil and Tahoe’s variable climate. Matching the plant
to your specific site conditions and intended function will
save you time and
grief.
Do your
research and pick
plants that are well
suited for your site
and irrigation plan.
“The
Home
Landscaping Guide
for Lake Tahoe and
Vicinity” has an
entire
c h a p t e r Native and Drought Resistant Plants at the
dedicated to smart North Tahoe Demonstration Garden
plant choices for
Lake Tahoe. This guide is available for free through the
Tahoe RCD and online. The Tahoe RCD provides
Conservation Landscaping services to help California
homeowners learn how to revegetate their landscapes in
a resource friendly manner. Sign up on TahoeRCD.org to
take advantage of this free revegetation assistance and
potentially receive our Native Plant Start-Up Kit.
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What Does that Truck Do?

A vehicle such as this is
spotted
regularly
around the North
Shore working for a
variety of agencies. But,
do you know what it
does or what it is used
for? The District’s two
The District’s 4 wheel drive Vacuum Truck. Vacuum Trucks, one
large four wheel drive
and one smaller two wheel drive, are multi-function
vehicles that typically assist with three specific jobs.

The orange colored hose on the front of the Vacuum
truck is for cleaning sewer lines. It is powered by a water
pressure of 2500 psi. A special jetting nozzle is on the end
of the hose that pushes itself up the sewer line very fast
and when it’s at the end of the line it is pulled back slowly
in order to clean the sewer line.
If debris builds up in this
process of sewer line
cleaning, then this is
when the suction tube is
used. Most people call it
an “elephant trunk”. This
suction tube is lowered
into the hole to vacuum

The Tahoe Resource Conservation
District (Tahoe RCD) provides the
following free services to Lake
Tahoe residents.

The Tahoe RCD’s
mission is to promote the
conservation
a n d  Conservation Landscaping
improvement of the Lake assistance including invasive weed
Tahoe Basin’s soil, water, consultations, irrigation efficiency
consultations, revegetation
and related natural assistance & plant start up kits and
resources by providing the Tahoe yellow cress stewardship
leadership, information, program.
Best Management Practices for
programs, and technical 
Erosion Control assistance including
assistance to all land full property evaluations, technical
managers,
o w n e r s , assistance and final inspections.
organizations,
a n d  The Tahoe RCD hosts a
number of workshops and events
residents.
The Tahoe including the Green Thumb
RCD is a non-regulatory, Gardening series and demonstration
grant-funded, public garden volunteer opportunities.
agency that works with a For additional information or to
variety of partner request our services, visit
www.TahoeRCD.org or call (530)
agencies to implement 543-1501 x 113
programs and outreach,
which currently focus on erosion control, runoff
infiltration, terrestrial and aquatic invasive species control,
and conservation landscaping.
Article and photos by Jennifer Cressy, Tahoe Resource Conservation District.

up debris very quickly with an extremely strong suction.
The suction is enough to lift up a one hundred and sixty
pound manhole lid. The suction then enters the rear tank
which is called the debris tank. The tank holds both water
and solids. When the tank is full we can dump just the
liquid or everything. A process called “racking off” or
dumping takes place in a specially designated facility.
This truck also is used for repairs on leaking water mains.
The Vactor truck has an “Excavation Package” which
consists of a very high pressure hand gun that is used to
blow the dirt away from the leaky main and vacuum it up
at the same time. It is also known as hydraulic mining
with a vacuum. Once dirt is removed and the water main
is uncovered, a clamp is installed to stop the leak.
Cleaning sewer lines and
excavation are the
primary functions of the
truck,
however,
capacities for the debris
tank and water tank vary
per truck. Most standard
vacuum trucks hold 15002000 gallons of water and
the rear debris tank
holds 7-10 cubic yards of
material.

The small hose on the left provides
pressurized water while the large
“elephant trunk” hose suctions up debris.

Placer County Announces Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Events
Hazardous Waste
Collection Days
May 19
June 23
July 14 & 28
August 18
September 8 & 22
October 13
November 17

Mark your Calendars! Placer County is hosting nine, one day hazardous
waste drop-off events in 2012 at the Eastern Regional Materials
Recovery Facility on Cabin Creek Road. These events are for
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) items that should not be
disposed with regular garbage, such as paints, motor oil/filters, gasoline,
antifreeze, cleaners, pesticides, vehicle and small household batteries,
compressed gas cylinders (smaller than 5 gallons), medications, and
used hypodermic needles (sharps). HHWs also include most products
labeled danger, caution, warning, flammable, or poison. These items
harm the environment and our water quality. Because most of our
water comes from Lake Tahoe, and the storm drains in the area drain to the Lake, it is
important that no hazardous materials enter our drinking water source.
Tahoe Truckee Sierra Disposal residential customers can dispose of these items FREE between
9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on the Saturdays listed in the box to the left. Customers must call 530583-0148 in advance to make an appointment and for details on
acceptable items. There is a limit of 15 gallons or 125 pounds of
waste per vehicle.
The Eastern Regional Materials Recovery Facility is located at 900
Cabin Creek Road off of Highway 89.

